388                                 THE CRUSADES
Amedeo's crusade, the Byzantine Empire was feeble,
factious and incapable of repelling the Muslim invader,
while Turkey was ruled by an active and able Sultan,
Murad I (1359-89), who was taking full advantage of
the condition of the Balkan states to expand his realm
with bewildering rapidity. Yet it would be a serious
mistake to overestimate the military achievements of the
Ottomans at a stage when they still owed most of their
triumphs to the weakness of their neighbours. The time
was ripe for a crusade strong enough to wreck the nascent
empire of the Turks in Europe, and no better strategic
point could have been chosen by the army of the Cross for
this purpose than Gallipoli. How far the Count of Savoy
realized these facts, is impossible to know with precision.
Th$ chief reason for landing in Gallipoli may have been
the obvious one of its situation as the first Ottoman colony
in Europe on the way to Constantinople, Whatever their
tactical motive may have been, the fact remains that the
crusaders left Negropontis on 15 August, and within two
days they landed at Gallipoli and at once set siege to it.
The town happened to be inadequately defended by a small
garrison stationed in its fortresses, and thus presented no
serious resistance to the Christians. A breach made
in its walls provided the besiegers with an entrance for
hand-to-hand fighting with the Turks inside the fortifica-
tions. An English knight named Richard Musard, who
acted as the Count's banner bearer, gave the sign for the
onslaught and the crusaders poured into the town which
was finally seized on 23 August. Among the Christians
who succumbed in the fighting, were Holland de Vaissy,
the seigneur de Saint-Amour, Jean de Verdon and Giraud
the Marshal.1 Their remains were later carried to Pera
and interred with great honour in one of its Catholic
churches. The next step was the massacre of the Muslims
who survived the battle and failed to escape. The Count
then appointed Aymon Michel as captain of the citadel
and Jacques de Lucerne as governor of the town, A
1 Demetrius Cpdonius, Oratio de non Addenda Callipoli, in MPG, CLIV,
1009 et seq. (cf. Golubovick, V, 129-30); Chron. de Sav., 305-9; Datta,
98-101.